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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on tine merits. 
Claims 1-6 are pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-3 are objected to because of the following informalities: In lines 2 and 5 
of claim 1 , line 2 of claim 2, and line 3 of claim 3, the recitations " "C" " contains 
unnecessary quotation marks. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 2, the 
recitations "C-shaped element" Is later referred to by the recitation "C-shaped structural 
element". In addition, in line 2, the recitation "its faces" lacks antecedent basis. In 
addition, in line 4, the recitation "the metallic strips" lacks antecedent basis. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

3. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 4, the 
recitation "the parallel edges" lacks antecedent basis. In addition, in line 4, the 
recitation "C-shaped structural profile" lacks antecedent basis and should be replaced 
with "C-shaped structural element" for consistency. Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 3, the 
recitation "the angular cavities" should be replaced with "the rectangular cavities". In 
addition, in line 3, the recitation "C-shaped first element" lacks antecedent basis and 
should be replaced with "C-shaped structural element" for consistency. In addition, in 
line 4, the recitation "one of the rods" lacks antecedent basis and should be replaced 
with "a rod". Appropriate correction is required. 
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5. Claims 4-6 are objected to because of the following informalities: In line 3 of 
claim 4, line 2 of claim 5, and line 2 of claim 6, the recitation "once assembled, once 
integrated" is unclear and should be replaced with "once assembled and integrated". In 
addition, in line 3 of claims 4-6, the recitation "the slab or wall" lacks antecedent basis 
and should be replaced with "a slab or wall". In addition, In line 3 of claims 4-6, the 
recitation "which. In turn, can function" is jumbled and should be replaced with "and can 
function". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-2, and 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ruiz et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,414,972). 

As per claim 1 , Ruiz et al teaches a structural element for the construction of 
buildings (structural member for building constructions; title) comprising a C-shaped 
element (structural member 14, such as a standard C-shaped stud; col. 5, lines 36-37; 
figure 5) with equidistant cavities on at least one side of Its faces (structural member 14 
has a plurality of elongated, spaced slots 62; col. 8, lines 46-47; figure 5) and a second 
element in the shape of a continuous strip (a reinforcing member 16; col. 5, line 34; 
figure 5) with equidistant angular folds (the reinforcing member 16 has a plurality of 
longitudinally spaced projections 18; col. 8, lines 18-19; figure 5), whereby once both 
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structural elements are assembled to each other, the angular folds of the metallic strip 
are projected through the cavities of the C-shaped structural element (slots 62 are 
designed to receive the projections 18 of the reinforcing member 16, such that the 
projections 18 pass through the slots 62 and extend outwardly beyond the upper edge 
flange 22; col. 8, lines 47-51 ; figure 6). 

As per claim 2, Ruiz et al teaches the cavities in the C-shaped structural element 
are of rectangular configuration (as depicted, the slots 62 are generally rectangular; 
figure 5) and in such a manner that depends on the length of the structural element (it is 
construed that the slots shall continue throughout the entire length required by the 
structure; as evidence by figure 1), placed in parallel edges of the C-shaped structure 
(upper edge flange 22 of the structural member 14 has a plurality of elongated spaced 
slots; col. 8, lines 46-47; figure 5) . 

As per claims 4 and 5, Ruiz et al teaches the structural element, once assembled 
and integrated becomes part of a slab or wall and can function as a beam or column of 
the construction (the structural member can be a standard stud or joist, or any other 
structural member designed for connection to a building panel such as a track, a 
structural steel I-beam or the like; col. 3, lines 19-23). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,325 
Art Unit: 4165 



Page 5 



9. Claims 3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruiz et a! in view of Fordyce (U.S. Patent No. 555,084). 

As per claim 3, Ruiz et al teaches the angular folds in the second structural 
element that are projected through the rectangular cavities of the C-shaped first 
element, comprise matching members through which one of the rods that makes up the 
structure of a wall or slab to be erected, is inserted (each projection 18 is designed to 
receive a tubular rod 56 which is retained in a position spaced from the upper edge 
flange 22 of the structural member 14 by a pair of inwardly projecting tabs 60; col. 8, 
lines 34-38; figure 6). 

Ruiz et al fails to disclose the perforations receiving the rod. 

Fordyce discloses a framework for wall forming (col. 1 , lines 13-16) with a stud 
member A which attaches to an angular strip with apertures a', in which rod C is 
inserted (figure 6). 

Therefore from the teaching of Fordyce, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the reinforcing 
member with the tubular rod retaining means of Ruiz et al with the apertures as taught 
by Fordyce to further secure the rod in place (col. 2, lines 76-77). 

As per claim 6, Ruiz et al teaches the structural element, once assembled and 
integrated becomes part of a slab or wall and can function as a beam or column of the 
construction (the structural member can be a standard stud or joist, or any other 
structural member designed for connection to a building panel such as a track, a 
structural steel I-beam or the like; col. 3, lines 19-23). 
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Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 4,885,884; Building Panel Assembly; discloses 
C-shaped web members with a similar configuration to the application. U.S. Patent No. 
6,837,013; Lightweight Precast Concrete Wall Panel System; discloses similar wall 
panel studs with reinforcing members. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OMAR HIJAZ whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5790. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
(alternating Fridays). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on (571)272-6782. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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